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largely under the influence of his aunt, the Dowager
Princess  Darinka,  whose  desire  was   to   introduce
Western, and especially French, institutions into the
Black - Mountain.    Mirko   had   acted   as   a   check
upon this liberal policy, but shortly after his death
a - so-called   u constitution"   was   granted.    On   St.
George's Day,  1868, a proclamation   announced  to
the astonished people, accustomed to look upon their
Gospodar as the incarnation of all authority, that he
had  voluntarily  renounced   his  uncontrolled  rights
over the public funds, v/hile reserving the prerogative
of  pardon  and   the complete  direction   of   foreign
affairs.    But neither the 4< constitution " of 1868, nor
the  creation   of a  ministry,  with  departments   for
foreign and home affairs, war, justice, and a President
of the Council, has in the smallest degree diminished
the practical autocracy of Prince Nicholas.    He can
truly say, like the Grand M<marque, L\'tat, ccst inoi.
He is practically his o\vn Premier, and both practically
and theoretically his o\vn Lord Chancellor and com-
mander-in-chief.     Whoever   would   see   benevolent
despotism   in  full working  order  had better go to
Montenegro, whose ruler assured the present writer
that there would  be no parliamentary government
there for a century.    As he once put it in a neat
epigram:   UA prince  ought   to   be  a  Liberal,  his
subjects Conservatives."

All reforms in his country have naturally proceeded
from above, and every change which has been effected
during his reign has been directly due to his initia-
tive. It was thus, that on the visit which he paid to
the courts of Berlin, Vienna, and St. Petersburg, in